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T H R E E  E N C O U N T E R S  W I T H  T H E  P A S T

Ancient World
Field Notes
Cargo. A city. A letter.

History becomes more interesting when you can see how a claim is built. This short
companion follows three discoveries, each offering a different way into ancient lives. Read for
the detail that survives, the explanation it supports, and the question it leaves open.

Begin with a ship's cargo at Uluburun. Follow the evidence into submerged Thonis-Heracleion. Then
pause over Claudia Severa's invitation from Roman Britain. These are prompts for curiosity, with
sources you can explore for yourself.

ANCIENT HISTORY,  BROUGHT TO LIFE.
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L A T E  F O U R T E E N T H  C E N T U R Y  B C E  |  S O U T H E R N  T U R K E Y

Uluburun
Read the cargo as a set of relationships.

N O T I C E

The copper, tin, glass, and other goods found together at Uluburun belong to one voyage. Their
association gives archaeologists a particularly useful context for studying exchange. Looking at the
assemblage, rather than selecting only its most dazzling object, changes the questions we ask.

F O L L O W  T H E  E V I D E N C E

The surviving hull is fragmentary. A Texas A&M reconstruction study combined the remaining
timbers with the positions of cargo and equipment, then tested possible loading arrangements. A
plausible model is an argument built from evidence, not a recovered photograph of the ship.

T A K E A W A Y

An object's relationship to other finds can be as revealing as the object itself.

Y O U R  F I E L D  N O T E

Choose one cargo material. What skills or work would have been needed before it reached the ship?
Write down one possibility, then separate that possibility from what the wreck actually
demonstrates.

E X P L O R E  T H E  R E C O R D

INA: excavation and cargo

Texas A&M: reconstruction study

https://nauticalarch.org/projects/uluburun-late-bronze-age-shipwreck-excavation/
https://oaktrust.library.tamu.edu/items/79a14bc2-4705-4d9d-b9a1-f6ab9d3ff7fb
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A N C I E N T  E G Y P T  |  A B O U K I R  B A Y

Thonis-Heracleion
Look for a working city beneath the spectacle.

N O T I C E

A stone decree links royal authority, temple support, and trade. Issued under Nectanebo I, the stele
also names its intended location. Read it as evidence of administration: the city had rules and
institutions, as well as impressive monuments.

F O L L O W  T H E  E V I D E N C E

The excavation team describes both gradual sediment compaction and sudden ground failure
through liquefaction. These processes help explain submergence without reducing the city's
history to one disaster. The distinction matters whenever a vivid headline makes a complicated
process sound settled.

T A K E A W A Y

A convincing account preserves both the discovery and the limits of its explanation.

Y O U R  F I E L D  N O T E

Imagine writing a museum label for the stele. Which would you explain first: its appearance, its
words, or where it stood? Give a reason. Then note what each choice would leave outside the
reader's view.

E X P L O R E  T H E  R E C O R D

IEASM: city and excavation

IEASM: stele and decree

IEASM: geological explanation

https://www.franckgoddio.org/projects/sunken-civilizations/heracleion
https://www.franckgoddio.org/projects/sunken-civilizations/heracleion/interactive-map/thonis-heracleion/stele-of-thonis-heracleion/
https://www.franckgoddio.org/faqs/
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A R O U N D  A D  1 0 0  |  R O M A N  B R I T A I N

Claudia Severa
A personal ending changes how we read.

N O T I C E

Two hands appear on the birthday invitation. The main text was written by a scribe; the ending is
identified as Severa's own writing. Follow that small change before treating the tablet as a single,
uniform message.

F O L L O W  T H E  E V I D E N C E

The invitation belongs within a wider picture of women's lives at Vindolanda, documented by the
Trust through letters and material finds. Yet one surviving writer cannot stand for every woman in
the Roman world. Individual evidence is powerful precisely because we can keep its scale in view.

T A K E A W A Y

A personal document can reveal an individual without representing an entire society.

Y O U R  F I E L D  N O T E

Think of a short message you kept because of who wrote it. What might a future reader learn from
its wording or handwriting? What would they misunderstand without knowing your relationship?
Return to Severa's tablet with those questions in mind.

E X P L O R E  T H E  R E C O R D

British Museum: the tablet

Vindolanda Trust: women at the fort

RIB: scholarly text and translation

https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/H_1986-1001-64
https://www.vindolanda.com/blog/fact-file-roman-women
https://romaninscriptionsofbritain.org/inscriptions/TabVindol291
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A  H A B I T  F O R  C U R I O U S  R E A D E R S

Your evidence trail

Choose the discovery that stayed with you. Use the linked sources to follow one detail
beyond this guide. Keep three separate notes: what survives, what researchers infer, and
what you still want to know.

0 1  /  O B S E R V A T I O N

What specific object, text, or physical feature supports the story?

0 2  /  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N

What does that evidence suggest, and how certain is the explanation?

0 3  /  N E X T  Q U E S T I O N

What additional evidence could change your understanding?

Bronze & Lore explores ancient worlds through approachable stories and the evidence behind them. Bring
your curiosity; keep asking what the past can actually show us.

Source review: 28 October 2026. Links open institutional records and scholarly editions. Notes and reflection prompts are original to Bronze
& Lore.


